The Gospel According to Matthew

Ready or Not?
August 7, 2022

Matthew 25v1-30
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and
five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then
all those young women got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the
wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better
go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into
the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later the other young
women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, Truly |
tell you, | do not know you." 13 Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither
the day nor the hour.

14 “For itis as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. At
once 16 the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with
them and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the
two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me
five talents; see, | have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things; | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more
talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
you have been trustworthy in a few things; | will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had received
the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not
scatter, 25 so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here
you have what is yours.” 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy
slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow and gather where |
did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own with
interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten
talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have
an abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they have will
be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

What question is Jesus answering
with these parables?

What might Jesus mean when
he says to be ready?

What happened to the
people in the parables?

What did they believe to be true,
that had they believed something
different, they would have had a

better outcome?

How do you eat
an apple?

The devil's strategy:
Deceitful ideas that play to disordered desires
that are normalized in a sinful society.

_John Mark Comer

How can we be prepared, be good
stewards, and be ready?

What do you believe to be true about __,
that if it wasn't true, would have a positive
impacton __.

get connected with a therapists or spiritual directors.

Resources: Live No Lies by John Mark Comer (Book), Exploring My Strange Bible - Episode 109 - Tim Mackie (Podcast)

Songs: Future/Past, Lord | Need You, Splinters and Stones, We Will Feast in the House of Zion, Victory In The Lamb

Looking to Connect?: One of the staff would love to meet for a walk, on the phone, or for a beverage. To schedule a time please
visit our website and click on the “Meet with Staff” button on the home page.

Meet with a Pastor, Therapist or Spiritual Director ?: Email info@narratechurch.org and we will schedule a meeting or help you
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